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Reprieve and Cageprisoners are deeply concerned for the fate of 63 prisoners beli

held in secret detention in Somalia and Ethiopia, apparent victims of a mass

operation from Kenya involving nationals of at least 16 states: Canada, Comoros

Eritrea, France, Kenya, Oman, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sweden, Tunis

Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United States, and Yemen.  Among the 63 are

women and six children.  The 63 prisoners were apparently transferred with no obs

any judicial process, and are at serious risk of torture.   

 

Background 

Many of the victims were among hundreds of people arrested in joint US, Ke

Ethiopian operations on the Kenyan/Somali border in December 2006 and Janu

They were initially transferred to detention facilities in Kenya where they were he

charge for up to three weeks.  
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Then, in January and February 2007, according to flight manifests secured by Reprieve and 

Cageprisoners, 63 of these people were transferred from Kenya to Somalia.  There appears to 

have been no judicial process or oversight of any of these transfers.     

 

Further reports suggest that some if not all of these individuals were in turn transferred from 

Somalia to Ethiopia in February 2007.  The reports indicate that the prisoners were 

transferred without any due process and are being held without charge.  Many are being held 

incommunicado.   

 

Kenya 

Reprieve and Cageprisoners have gathered eye-witness and documentary testimony showing 

that at least 147 individuals were arrested and held incommunicado by the Kenyans in 

January and February 2007.  The prisoners appear to have been held without charge by the 

Kenyan authorities for some weeks before at least 63 were illegally rendered into the hands 

of the Somali Transitional Government.   

 

Reprieve and Cageprisoners researchers visited a prison in Garissa where some of the 63 had 

previously been held.  The Reprieve and Cageprisoners researchers found 28 men, women 

and children crowded in to a small common area and two cells measuring eight by twelve 

feet.  The cells were filthy and unventilated.  Among the prisoners held at the time of the visit 

were two children aged nine and eleven who said they had been held there for two months.  

Reprieve and Cageprisoners have since later learned that the commanding officer of the 

prison was demoted and moved to another region as punishment for speaking to the 

researchers about “security related issues.”  

 

Transfer to Somalia  

Cageprisoners and Reprieve have flight manifests showing that 63 named individuals were 

transferred by the Kenyan authorities to Somalia in two groups, on 27 January and 10 

February 2007.  It is believe there was a further rendition flight on 20 January 2007.  None of 

the transfers appear to have involved any judicial process or oversight.    

 

Individuals named on the manifests include nine women and five children ranging in age 

from four to fifteen.   
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A British citizen transferred to Somalia in the early hours of Saturday 10 February described 

the journey:  

 

We were woken up late in the night on Friday and told to pack our bags.  

We just had a few things like toothbrush, socks, t-shirt.  From there we 

were put in the back of a mini-van and driven to an airport.  Before the 

gates were checkpoints with Kenyan soldiers.  It looked like a military 

place but I saw BA and Emirates airplanes there too.  We remained in the 

vehicle.  Many other cars were coming.  Most of the officers were not in 

uniform.  One of the men there was the one who had interrogated me in the 

first police station.  They called him the Major.  He popped his head in 

when I was speaking to a police-man who was bald with a prostration 

mark.  We remained there for a while.  More vehicles and police vans kept 

coming – around 10 vehicles in total.  We could see that people were being 

held in the back of the vans but it was very dark so we could not see how 

many.  This was when the bald Kenyan with the prostration mark was 

talking to us about pre-destination.  It sounded as though he was trying to 

prepare us for something.  Francis [the Kenyan anti-terrorist officer] was 

there as well. 

 

Francis came to our vehicle and he had a bit of paper in his hand.  I saw on 

the bit of paper it had a column with names.  I saw my name, and the names 

of the other British citizens.  The next column said “nationality” and 

opposite our names were “British.”  At the top of the next column it said 

“ticket date-booked”.  In the next column Francis put a tick.  Then he 

moved onto the next vehicle.  

 

“Prostration Mark” came to our vehicle.  He said to us: whatever happens 

to you just understand why this is taking place.  Other vehicles started 

driving towards a small jet.  Not like a passenger airplane.  There were big 

metal cargo containers with UN written on them next to the jets.  Everyone 
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was handcuffed and blindfolded and put on the jet by Kenyans.  Our hands 

were behind us and it was too uncomfortable to lean back. 

 

There were thirteen prisoners on the flight.  There were also Kenyan 

intelligence officers on the plane, but Francis was not one of them.    

 

We flew for the whole night and landed in the morning, in daylight, on a 

runway.  I was taken off the jet still blindfolded.  I could hear the other 

prisoners being taken off the jet at the same time, and I could see a little 

through my blindfold.  When I was off the plane I could hear loud Somali 

voices.   I did not hear any Swahili voices.  These two facts made me 

believe I was in Somalia.  I was put in the back of a truck with the other 12 

people who had been on my plane.  I could see the uniform of the officers 

escorting us through my blindfold.  I knew they were Somali not Kenyans as 

they were wearing Somali army clothes and blue army hats.  All I could 

hear was Somali being spoken. 

 

Somalia 

Comoronian citizen Halima Badrudine Hussein and her three children Luqmaan (15), Asma 

(13) and Sumaiya (4), were arrested in the Kenyan village of Kiunga on 7 January 2007.  

Fazul Abdullah Mohammed, Halima’s husband, is wanted by the U.S. in connection with the 

1998 bombings of the U.S. Embassies in Nairobi, Kenya and Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, and 

the 2002 Paradise Hotel bombing in Kikambala, Kenya.  He is believed to be “at large.”  The 

family appear in an African Express Airways passenger manifest for 27th January 2007, and 

the arrival of the family in Mogadishu was confirmed by a Somali Transitional Government 

spokesperson on 29 January 2007.   

 

In February 2007, Kenyan citizen Abdi Muhammed Abdillahi phoned his brother and his 

father from Somalia, using a cell phone provided by a guard.  Mr. Abdillahi said there had 

been mortar attacks on the facility in which the prisoners were being held.  Mr. Abdillahi 

reported that men, women and children were being held in squalid conditions.   
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Four British citizens were released from the detention facility in Somalia on 12 February 

2007.  Following their release, one of them described the prison to Reprieve and 

Cageprisoners in the following way:   

 

We all filed down into an underground cell.  It was pitch black.  There were 

water bottles down there to pee into.  The floor was dusty and dirty.  There 

were rats and cockroaches.  It did not smell good.  Where the bottles were 

it smelled like a very dirty toilet.  All of us who had been on the plane 

except the Tunisian Adnan’s wife stayed in that cell….  All in the pitch 

black.  The only time we saw light was when the door opened for them to go 

in or out.  This was the area where there were Ethiopian and Somali 

troops.  When I went up the stairs there were holes in the wall.  I looked 

through the holes and could see Ethiopian and Somali soldiers standing 

outside, smoking, chewing khat.  There were some anti-aircraft missiles 

being driven around.  Huge armoured trucks full of Ethiopian and Somali 

troops.  …In the distance I could see a big sign that had some Somali 

writing and said Baidoa beneath that….  

 

…The second or third day everyone except the Brits were taken out.  We 

asked the Somalis where everyone had gone…. After the third day, they 

came for us as well.  Smartly-dressed Somalis.  They said pick up all your 

stuff.  They brought us a big bag of sandals, shoes, trainers.  They said take 

your shoes.  There were around 14 pairs of sandals, perhaps more.  We 

took our stuff.  We were chained and blindfolded outside and put on the 

back of a truck.  There were troops in the back.  They were armed.  We 

were driven for about 5 minutes before we stopped.  We thought we were 

going to get it.  I could hear big guns being cocked around us.”   

 

Ethiopia 

Reprieve and Cageprisoners believe that many if not all of the prisoners rendered from Kenya 

to Somalia are now in Ethiopia.    

 

Reprieve is a charitable company limited by guarantee 
Registered Charity No. 1114900 Registered Company No. 5777831 (England) 

Registered Office 2-6 Cannon Street London EC4M 6YH 
Patrons: Alan Bennett, Sir John Mortimer, Jon Snow, Marina Warner, Sir Charles Wheeler 

 

5



Kenyan Abdi Muhammed Abdilahi phoned his family a second time in late February 2007 to 

say that he and others had been moved to Ethiopia.  Abdi told his brother and father that he 

and others in detention in Ethiopia were being tortured, and that some of the women had been 

sexually assaulted by the Ethiopian guards.  He reported that he had intervened to protect a 

pregnant woman from assault by the guards.   

 

Reprieve and Cageprisoners believe that the family of Swede Osman Yassin (described 

below), and the wife and children of Fazul Abdullah Mohammed (discussed above) are also 

being held in Ethiopia.   

 

Case-study 1 

24 year-old U.S. citizen Amir Mohammed Meshal is currently being held in Ethiopia.  

Cageprisoners and Reprieve have learned that Mr. Meshal was detained on or around 21 

January in a village on the Kenyan/Somali border.  He was held in Kileleshwa police station 

in Nairobi.  Whilst being held in Kileleshwa, Mr. Meshal told Kenyan human rights activists 

that he was being interrogated repeatedly by Kenyan and U.S. interrogators, and that the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation had threatened to send him to Somalia if he did not answer 

their questions.   

 

A British citizen held in Kileleshwa with Mr. Meshal told Reprieve and Cageprisoners: 

 

I was in that police station and the Egyptian American Amir Mohammed 

was brought in by the F.B.I.  He said he was being handled by the F.B.I. 

and some other Kenyan intelligence officers…They took Amir the Egyptian 

American out.  When he came back to the cell he was stressed and he had 

tears.   He told me that they had taken him to the top floor of a hotel.  They 

had said to him “You know Allah is up there.  Well we are the F.B. I and 

we’re on the same level.  They said to him, ‘Amir today is a hot day.  I will 

put it very clearly to you.  You are going to start getting tortured from 

tomorrow if you don’t start coughing up information.’” 

 

The attached Bluebird Aviation flight manifest shows that Amir Mohammed Meshal was 

flown from Nairobi to Baidoa, Somalia on 10 February 2007.  Four British nationals who are 
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now free in the UK confirmed to Cageprisoners and Reprieve that they were on the same 

flight from Kenya to Somalia as Mr. Meshal, and were then held in the same facility in 

Somalia for some days.  

 

In a letter to Condoleeza Rice of 20 March 2007, Human Rights Watch states that  

 

[A]t some point between February 14 and the present, Mr. Meshal was 

transferred out of Somalia to Ethiopia.  U.S. authorities, including F.B.I. 

officials, confirmed to journalists that Mr. Meshal is currently in custody in 

Ethiopia.  It is not clear whether he is held in an Ethiopian facility, a jointly 

run U.S. and Ethiopian facility, or in a U.S. run facility in Ethiopia.   

 

In a report of 21 March 2007, McClatchy Newspapers reported that Mr. Meshal had been 

seen by the U.S. State Department in Ethiopia where he was being held.  The article stated 

that Mr. Meshal would be charged by the Ethiopians within two weeks.  

 

Reprieve calls on the United States government to extend immediate and adequate consular 

assistance to Mr. Meshal, and to effect his immediate return home to the United States.   

 

Case-study 2 

Reprieve and Cageprisoners believe that four Swedish nationals may be held in Ethiopia.  

Osman Ahmed Yassin is a Swedish citizen who was arrested in Hulugo on the 

Kenya/Somali border.  He was transferred to Garissa police station and later Karen police 

station in Nairobi.  Mr. Yassin was arrested with his wife Sofia and two children Fatma (7 

months old) and Mohammed (three years old).   

 

The attached flight manifest for Africa Express Airways Flight AXK 527 indicates that Mr. 

Yassin, his wife and children were rendered to Somalia from Kenya on 27 January 2007.  

There does not appear to have been any recognised judicial process or procedure before or 

after this transfer.  

 

In February 2007, Mr. Yassin confirmed by telephone to his brother in Sweden that he, his 

family, and others including the Kenyan Abdi Mohamed Abdillahi (discussed above), had 
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been transferred to the custody of the Ethiopian authorities, and were held in a detention 

facility in Ethiopia. 

 

Case-study 3 

United Arab Emirates citizen and Arabic/Swahili translator Kamilya Tuweil reportedly 

travelled to Kenya from Tanzania on business with Millie Mithouni Gako, and two business 

associates from Oman.  They were arrested by Kenyan anti-terrorist police on 10 January 

2007 at the Eden Lodge Hotel in Mombasa, reportedly after refusing to pay a $5000 bribe.  

The four claim they had never visited Somalia.   

 

The group were first taken to police stations in Mombasa and then to Kileleshwa police 

station in Nairobi.  Over the course of the month, all of the group except Kamilya were 

released.   

 

Reports indicate that the Kenyan government attempted to deport Kamilya to Tanzania but 

Tanzanian officials denied her entry.  Kamilya was then held at Kajiado police station in 

Kenya.  On 27 January 2007 at 3 AM, Kamilya phoned Millie Mithouni Gako saying: “They 

have come for me.”  Millie has not heard from Kamilya since. 

 

Kamilya’s name appears on the attached 27 January 2007 manifest from African Express 

Airways flight 5Y –AXF from Kenya to Somalia.   

 

Kamilya’s business associate Millie Mithouni Gako, arrested with her and subsequently 

released, said to Reprieve and Cageprisoners:   

 

We heard that there were some people who…had been taken from 

Mogadishu to Addis Ababa….  How can I stay silent when my sister is 

suffering?  I want Kamilya back to Dubai so that she can return to her 

children who are waiting there for her.  

 

I really want the world to know the truth of what happened because we are 

not terrorists.  We were only honest – this is because we did not give the 

$5000. 
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Recommendations 

Reprieve and Cageprisoners make the following urgent recommendations: 
 

1. The Ethiopian government must make a full , frank and public disclosure regarding the 

identities and location of all foreign and Ethiopian prisoners held in its custody or 

transferred elsewhere, held or transferred in relation to the recent hostilities in the Horn of 

Africa.  The Ethiopian Government must facilitate immediate and full access to all 

prisoners by international humanitarian organisations, relevant consular representatives 

and lawyers and ensure due process.   
 

2. The Somali Transitional Government must make a full, frank and public disclosure 

regarding the identities and location of all foreign and Somali prisoners in its custody or 

transferred to Ethiopia or elsewhere, held or transferred in relation to the recent hostilities 

in the Horn of Africa.  The Somali Transitional Government must facilitate immediate 

and full access to all prisoners by international humanitarian organisations, relevant 

consular representatives and lawyers and ensure due process.   
 

3. The Kenyan government must make a full, frank and public disclosure regarding the 

identities and location of all foreign and Kenyan prisoners in its custody or transferred to 

Somalia, Ethiopia or elsewhere, held or transferred in relation to recent hostilities in the 

Horn of Africa.  The Kenyan Government must facilitate immediate and full access to all 

prisoners by international humanitarian organisations, relevant consular representatives 

and lawyers and ensure due process.   
 

4. The governments of Canada, Comoros, Eritrea, United States, France, Kenya, Ethiopia, 

Oman, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sweden, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, United 

States and Yemen must make immediate and effective representations to the Kenyan, 

Somali and Ethiopian governments in relation to the apparent illegal detention, rendition 

and possible torture of their citizens, and secure their immediate return home.    
 

5. All relevant governments must make a full, frank and public disclosure regarding the 

identities and location of all prisoners in its custody, held or transferred in relation to the 

recent hostilities in the Horn of Africa.  All relevant governments must facilitate 

immediate and full access to all prisoners by consular representatives and lawyers, and 

ensure due process.    
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